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The landscape garden is normally considered to be England's contribution to the arts of 
Europe. This form of garden emerged in the eighteenth century, but the question of why 
gardens became large-scale and naturalistic in their forms, in England and at a particular 
time (1730s), has never been satisfactorily answered. Various male designers have been 
asserted as inventors. This lecture will propose a new interpretation of the problem, 
looking at the science underlying changing opinions about nature - the natural world - 
elucidating how the new science affected religious belief, and attributing to a woman the 
credit for comprehending how such religio-scientific ideas could be commemorated in a 
garden and in a more general way inform garden design. There should also be time to 
consider the effects of these developments in France – through the work of Rousseau and 
even Robespierre. 
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